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The decision to resume or expand in-person learning is complex and requires weighing both risks and 
benefits to children, staff, their families, and the broader community. With regards to COVID-19, DOH 
recommends that local leaders consider COVID-19 activity level (i.e., case rates, percent test 
positivity, trends, etc.) as well as the educational, social and emotional benefits of in-person learning 
for students. When recommending guiding metrics to resume in-person learning, DOH considered both 
the health risks of COVID-19 to students, school staff, and the surrounding community; as well as the 
benefits of in-person school to children and their families. These metrics are not intended to serve as a 
hard thresholds but as a primary consideration in determining for whom to provide in-person learning.   
 

For whom should your community provide in person learning? 

For School Administrators, Local Health Officers, and Community Stakeholders 

The risk of COVID-19 being introduced into the school and spreading depends on the health and safety measures taken by schools 
and the level of COVID-19 spread in the community. Consider the following educational modalities based on community 
transmission and other health and education risks and benefits. 

COVID-19 
Activity 

HIGH  
>350 cases/100K/14 days  

Test positivity >10%  
Trends in cases and hospitalizations 

MODERATE  
~50-350 cases/100K /14 days Test 
positivity 5-10%  
Trends in cases and 
hospitalizations 

LOW  
<50 cases/100K/14 days  
Test positivity <5% 
Trends in cases and 
hospitalizations 

Education 
Modality 

Phase in in-person learning in 
groups of 15 or fewer students for 
pre-K through grade 5 and those 
with highest needs.  

Prioritize Pre-K through grade 3, and 
students in any grade with 
disabilities, students living 
homeless, or those farthest from 
educational justice.  

If schools can demonstrate the 
ability to limit transmission in the 
school environment, add grades 4-5. 

Phase in in-person learning.  

Prioritize Elementary (pre-K -
5) if they are not already 
receiving in-person learning, 
and Middle School. 

 
If schools can demonstrate 
the ability to limit 
transmission in the school 
environment, add more high 
school students when case 
rates are below about 
200/100K/14 days. 

Provide in-person learning 
for all students. 

Extra- 

curricular 
Activities 

Cancel or postpone most in-person 
extra-curricular activities except 
those allowed under Safe Start and 
Governor’s proclamations on 
COVID-19.  

Extra-curricular activities 
must follow K-12, applicable 
Safe Start protocols and 
Governor’s proclamations on 
COVID-19. 

Extra-curricular activities 
must follow K-12, applicable 
Safe Start protocols and 
Governor’s proclamations on 
COVID-19. 

Transition   
Across all COVID-19 Activity Levels: 

• When trends in cases and hospitalizations are flat or decreasing, and the school can demonstrate the 
ability to limit transmission in the school environment, expand access to in-person learning 

• When trends are increasing, pause expansion of additional in-person learning and maintain access to 
in-person learning for those who have it. Schools are not required to reduce in-person learning or 
revert to remote learning based on metrics if the school can demonstrate the ability to limit 
transmission in the school environment. 

• Consider other health and education risks and benefits to children and their families  

At any COVID-19 level, transition temporarily to full distance learning for 14 days when school meets  
criteria in DOH’s K-12 Health and Safety Guidance (p 16) or on recommendation of the local health officer. 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/FallGuidanceK-12.pdf



